And o avoihm

By Brent Gees and Wouter De Bruycker
L 3 R

L

g -~



ABOUT US




About us

Brent Gees
e Drupal Developer and Drupal Trainer at
Dropsolid

e Speaker at various Drupalcamps,
DrupalCons and dev days




About us

Wouter De Bruycker

e SEO Strategist & Evangelist at Dropsolid

e Speaker at Drupal events

e Closing Keynote Speaker at DMB Day
Ghent “Today is Yesterday's Future: SEO in
Evolution"

e Speaker at Digital Content Marketing
Congress: "Technical SEO 101 (& 102)"




What we'll talk about in this session

Public entities

All pages should be an entity
Indexable internal search
Indexed test environments
Assets blocked by robots.txt
Security leaks impacting SEO
Robots.txt disallow != noindex
Google Analytics horror
Visual stability issues (CLS)
Images impacting performance
Rapid fire best practices



PUBLIC ENTITIES




PUBLIC ENTITIES

By default, entities might be publicly available on their own unique
URL.

Example: a “teamn member” content type could generate a public
node for each team member, while they are really only used for a
“team overview page” and the site doesn't need detail pages for each
team member.

https://mysite.com/node/42, https://mysite.com/taxonomy/term/42, ...



PUBLIC ENTITIES

This results in low value and “thin content” pages, indexable by
Google.

You don’t want these pages on your site because they are a waste of
resources (bandwidth, crawl budget, database storage, ...).



ALL PAGES SHOULD BE AN ENTIT

When a page isn't editable as a node, there's no easy way to...

Edit the meta title or meta description tags
Configure the XML sitemap inclusion for this page
Edit the OpenGraph tags

Content editors need this functionality!

Y
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PUBLIC ENTITIES

Prevent those entities from being accessed by visitors (and search

engines).

This can be done by modules such as rabbit_hole

Submission form settings
Title

Publishing options

Published, Promoted to front
page, Create new revision

Display settings

Display author and date
information

Menu settings

Rabbit Hole settings
Page not found

"~ Allow these settings to be overridden for individual entities
If this is checked, users with the Administer Rabbit Hole settings for
Content type permission will be able to override these settings for
individual entities.

Behavior

) Access denied

) Page redirect

© Page not found

") Display the page

What should happen when someone tries to visit an entity page for content type?

"


https://www.drupal.org/project/rabbit_hole

ALL PAGES SHOULD BE
AN ENTITY




ALL PAGES SHOULD BE AN ENTITY

Oftentimes, some pages on websites are generated based on other
content. These pages are not an “editable node” in the backend.

Examples: homepage, overview pages, ...
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ALL PAGES SHOULD BE AN ENTITY

e Use the core drupal layout builder to construct the homepage

Drupal is awesome ©
# Configure Section 2 0 °
E +++++++++ + Add block

ddddddddd
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ALL PAGES SHOULD BE AN ENTIT

e Use paragraphs together with modules such as block field or
overview_field to add blocks to the page.

Content* | Header

Language
English v|
Title *
News and events
This field is used as the title for this page in your browser tab, in overviews and for SEO and sharing purposes. It is also shown on
the detail page for this page. You can change what is used for SEO and sharing purposes in the metatag tab on the right hand side
of this form. You can also change what is shown on the detail page by setting a different title below (this does not work when the

node is set as the homepage)

Dark background (all languages)
When checked, the page will have a grey background instead of white.
Show row weights

PARAGRAPHS *

«» Overview

Paragraph type

| Image v

[ Add another Paragraph 1 to Paragraphs


https://www.drupal.org/project/block_field
https://www.drupal.org/project/overview_field

INDEXABLE INTERNAL
SEARCH
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INDEXABLE INTERNAL SEARCH

By default, internal search result pages are often indexable by search
engines.

17



INDEXABLE INTERNAL SEARCH

This results in low value and “thin content” pages, indexable by
Google.

You don’t want low-value pages in the index.

Google also implicitly mentions this in its quality guidelines to not let
Googlebot index internal search results.

18


https://developers.google.com/search/docs/advanced/guidelines/overview?hl=en&ref_topic=6001981&visit_id=637823414977407415-416266052&rd=1#quality

INDEXABLE INTERNAL SEARCH

When using a node for your search pages
Install metatag and add the field to your content type

v ADVANCED
Home » Search
(s published Meta tags that might not be needed by many sites.
Last saved: 10/22/2019 - 19:06
Body (Edit summary) Author: brentg
OEC U EERElE i Robots
Allow search engines to index this page (assumed).
~ | Allow search engines to follow links on this page
» MENU SETTINGS (assumed).
» RABBIT HoLE ErTINGS Prevents search engines from indexing this page.
Text format | Basic HTML v | AbioUE texiforats » URL ALIAS . H i i
Prevents search engines from following links on this page.
@ Published
Preview ) pelee » PROMOTION oPTIONS | Prevents cached copies of this page from appearing in

search results.

19


https://www.drupal.org/project/metatag

INDEXABLE INTERNAL SEARCH

When using views pages for your search pages
Install metatag and its submodule metatag_views

PAGE SETTINGS
Path: /search
Menu: No menu

Access: Unrestricted
HEADER

FOOTER

NO RESULTS BEHAVIOR

PAGER
Use pager: Mini | Mini pager, 10 items

More link: No

META TAGS

I Meta tags: Using defaults I

( add )

( Add )

( Add )

v ADVANCED

Meta tags that might not be needed by many sites.

Robots
~ | Allow search engines to index this page (assumed).
Allow search engines to follow links on this page (assumed).
Prevents search engines from indexing this page.
Prevents search engines from following links on this page.
| Prevents cached copies of this page from appearing in search results.

| Prevents descriptions from appearing in search results, and prevents page caching.

Blocks the Open Directory Project description from appearing in search results.
| Prevents Yahoo! from listing this page in the Yahoo! Directory.
| Prevent search engines from indexing images on this page.
| Prevent search engines from offering to translate this page in search results.

Provides search engines with specific directions for what to do when this page is indexed.

20


https://www.drupal.org/project/metatag

INDEXED TEST
ENVIRONMENTS




INDEXED TEST ENVIRONMENTS

Development and staging environments are often crawlable and
indexable by search engines because of configuration issues.

Or because of laziness "\_(*V)_/~

Temporary content is also something that often shows up in search
results.

22



INDEXED TEST ENVIRONMENTS

Everybody probably agrees we don’t want our staging environments
or paragraph testing pages to be in the Google index, or even be
publicly available, for a wide range of reasons.

23



INDEXED TEST ENVIRONMENTS

Testing Post - Matti - STAGING SITE | Kaverina olen cool.
https://staging.maenkiusaa.fi » testing-post-matti ~

This is a sample text not using the Oxygen Builder.Lorem Ipsum is a dummy text of the printing
and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum has been the industry's ...

March 2018 posts - Safety and health at work - EU-OSHA
https://test.osha.europa.eu » blog ~

Mar 8, 2018 - EU OSHA information about occupational health and safety across EU countries.

Find surveys, regulations and standards, risk assessment ...

Main Content Only - Lievegem Frisbee Team

lift-it-up.org » Staging » index.php » features » main-content-only v

Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum has
been the industry's standard dummy text ever since the 1500s, when ...

site:acquia-sites.com inurl:prod X

Q Al @ Images [ Videos @ Maps [ News : More

https://nydmvdev.prod.acquia-sites.com

https://nydmvdev.prod.acquia-sites.com/
No information is available for this page.
Learn why

http://ricollege.prod.acquia-sites.com

Rhode Island College
We offer 25 master's degrees in healthcare, counseling, social work, business, management,
teaching, community leadership, and arts and sciences — plus doctoral ...

https://lineage.prod.acquia-sites.com » services » prepare

Food Manufacturing | Lineage Logistics
Our team has expertise and experience in designing a layout to satisfy your emerging supply
chain needs while improving supply chain efficiencies and reducing ...

Tools



INDEXED TEST ENVIRONMENTS

When you add test pages on live environments
Unpublish if possible or prevent from indexing with metatag module

v ADVANCED

Meta tags that might not be needed by many sites.

Robots
~ Allow search engines to index this page (assumed).

~ | Allow search engines to follow links on this page
(assumed).

Prevents search engines from indexing this page.
| Prevents search engines from following links on this page.

25



INDEXED TEST ENVIRONMENTS

On test environments:
Use htpassword protection for your environments

26



INDEXED TEST ENVIRONMENTS

Don’t assume Google won't index your staging site because you don't
have links pointing to it.

Actively prevent Google from indexing it.

27



INDEXED TEST ENVIRONMENTS

Follow-up by adding a domain property in
Google Search Console for your staging
domain.

You'll be able to see:

e How many staging pages are indexed

e What the URLs are

e How many people actually visited
the staging pages

Select property type

Domain @ URL prefix

« All URLs across all subdomains (m., ww. ..
«  AllURLs across https or hitp
« Requires DNS verification

mystagingsites.com
Enter domain or sul ibdomain

CONTINUE

LEARN MORE ~ CANCEL

Image: creating a domain property in GSC. In

this example for sites that are located on
subdomains of this domain.
E.g. "sitename.mystagingsites.com”

28



ASSETS BLOCKED BY
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ASSETS BLOCKED BY ROBOTS.TXT

Sometimes website assets (like favicons or images) are located inside
a folder that's blocked for crawlers via the robots.txt.

# Directories
Disallow: /includes/
Disallow: /misc/
Disallow: /modules/
Disallow: /profiles/
Disallow: /scripts/
Disallow: /themes/

30



ASSETS BLOCKED BY ROBOTS.TXT

< C ¢ @ drupalcamp.be/robots.txt

We want Google to ¢ sisetocie

Disallow: /includes/
Disallow: /misc/
. isallow: /modules/
understand our entire page Biseiiow: /pcotiies
Disallow: /scripts/
Disallow: /themes/contrib/

and “see” it as a regular Diaaiiow: fthamamiamaaaniaghmngy coovorent=/

Disallow:

Y
Disallow: /themes/custom/*/scss/

Website ViSitor WOUld see it. Disallow: /themes/custom/*/templates/
Image: drupalcamp.be/robots.txt

If some assets are blocked
Via rObOtS.tXt, Google Can,t :::E:Ti:?gsm'v“ URL' https://drupalcamp. be/themes/custom/ddd/css/styles.css?r8ivfi

styles.css?r8ivii Request Method: GET
button-reverse.svg

view the page as if it was a s cove: © 28 o

Remote Address: 35.187.168.7:443
custom3.is?v=8.9.12

Name X Headers Payload Preview Response Initiator Timing Cookies

regu lar website visitor. Image: http-requests to files that are not crawlable by Google

31



ASSETS BLOCKED BY ROBOTS.TXT

We want Google to
understand our entire page
and “see” it as a regular

website visitor would see it.

If some assets are blocked

via robots.txt, Google can't

view the page as if it was a
regular website visitor.

Not all page resources could be loaded. This can affect how Google sees
and understands your page. Fix availability problems for any resources that
can affect how Google understands your page.

Image: notification in Google Search Console
due to blocked site assets.

32



ASSETS BLOCKED BY ROBOTS.TXT

Make sure your website assets (images, icons, favicon, ...) are in a
publicly available folder, not blocked by robots.txt.

Keep an eye on your Google Search Console property for notifications
regarding blocked resources.

33


https://search.google.com/search-console

ASSETS BLOCKED BY ROBOTS.TXT

When would you block URLs from Google?

When you have a big website (millions of pages) and a big portion of
those pages are for example product overviews with filtering
parameters, you could block Google from spending time crawling the
filtered pages and thus optimizing “crawl budget”.

For most websites: crawl budget isn't an issue.

34



SECURITY LEAKS
IMPACTING SEO




SECURITY LEAKS IMPACTING SEO

Allowing public file-uploads could result in lower organic traffic when
not setup correctly.

36



SECURITY LEAKS IMPACTING SEO

If files can be uploaded without some form of authentication or
CAPTCHA, this could result in thousands of files being uploaded by
spammers, and indexed by Google.

37



SECURIT

Site:vmmsmie =t be torrent §$ Q
MOW U0 YOU OPEN TOITENEU eS¢ v
Feedback

Poedit Pro 21 Build 5407 Multilingual Full With ...
pe———_De ) EEERES prod ye—— = ) files ) heagamal687
Download .torrent . Apps: PC Poedit Pro 2.1 Build 5407 Multiling.. Windows 10 Pro RS3
v.1709.16299.579 En-us x86. July2018 V.3 Pre-A Magnet link .

FARM CRAFT Juego Spanis Torrent

e sm s DE ) e - .prod.vi sl w st be > files » halloren863

Sinopsis del juego: "AjPonte en el papel de Ginger y ayuda a los granjeros de la zona en este
divertido juego de GestiA®n del. Tiempo! Las granjas del condado ...

Bully Scholarship EditionFast Speed TorrentTECHTON Game
EarmErReEs be ) marsrdsa prod. msmssertemat.be > files > urbdenz674

Bully Scholarship Edition_Fast Speed Torrent~!~TECHTON Game. ~~Bully Scholarship
Edition~~ The game is been its setup format no need for any serial key ...

Virtual Cd Writer VCD 9002 Crack

ha  Aitan ekl 56 e SR Wik filan  debiial A

'Y LEAKS IMPACTING SEO
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SECURITY LEAKS IMPACTING SEO

= Google SearchConsole

Manual actions

1 issues detected

When Google notices Spam On ;::ggjea;fee:\:‘f:‘lyay manual actions are either demoted in Google Search Results or
your website, they could punish e
you with a “manual action”’,
potentially lowering your organic
search visibility.

Detected issues

© Usergenerated spam A

Description Pages from this site appear to contain spammy
user-generated content. The problematic
content may appear on forum pages,
guestbook pages, or user profiles. Learn more

Affects https://www.example.com/blog/

39



SECURITY LEAKS IMPACTING SEO

“Google issues a manual action against a site when a human reviewer at
Google has determined that pages on the site are not compliant with
Google's webmaster quality guidelines”

“If a site has a manual action, some or all of that site will not be shown in
Google search results.”

Source: https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/9044175?hl=en

40


https://support.google.com/webmasters/answer/9044175?hl=en

SECURITY LEAKS IMPACTING SEO

Use a module to implement reCAPTCHA, recaptcha,
simple_recaptcha, hcaptcha, ...

l ap

reCAPTCHA

Privacy - Terms

I'm not a robot

41



SECURITY LEAKS IMPACTING SEO

Know when to use private files and place them outside of Drupal’s

web root.

File system v~

Home » Administration » Configuration » Media » File system

Public file system path

sites/default/files

A local file system path where public files will be stored. This directory must exist and be writable by Drupal. This directory
must be relative to the Drupal installation directory and be accessible over the web. This must be changed in settings.php

Public file base URL
https://example.com/sites/default/files
The base URL that will be used for public file URLs. This can be changed in settings.php

Private file system path

../private/files

An existing local file system path for storing private files. It should be writable by Drupal and not accessible over the web.

This must be changed in settings.php 42



Quiz Time




QUIZ TIME!

Case: a customer noticed a lot of “old” website pages are indexed by
Google and would like to remove these from Google (but still keep
them online for his website visitors just for reference).

What would you advise:
a. Simply block the pages (or folders) via robots.txt. For example by
adding one line of instruction disallow: /old-blog/*
b. Add a “robots” meta-tag to all old pages and set them to
‘noindex”

c. Block using robots.txt AND add the robots noindex meta tag
44



QUIZ TIME!

Case: a customer noticed a lot of “old” website pages are indexed by
Google and would like to remove these from Google (but still keep
them online for his website visitors just for reference).

What would you advise:

b. Add a “robots” meta-tag to all old pages and set them to
‘noindex”

45



ROBOTS.TXT DISALLOW
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NOINDEX




ROBOTS.TXT DISALLOW = NOINDEX

Contrary to popular belief, blocking a page (or folder) via robots.txt or
adding a noindex directive to the meta robots tag are not the same
thing.

Robots.txt instructions impact crawling, not indexing.
Noindex directives using a meta tag impact indexing, not crawling.

47



ROBOTS.TXT DISALLOW = NOINDEX

It sounds weird, but Google is able to stumble upon a link on an external
website linking to a page blocked by robots.txt, and still index it.

The result will most likely be a snippet in the search results without a
title or description, since Google can’t read the title or meta-description.

48



ROBOTS.TXT DISALLOW = NOINDEX

“Now wait a second Wouter. | understand it could happen in theory a link
is indexed even though it's blocked by robots.txt, but do things like this

really happen in practice?”

49



ROBOTS.TXT DISALLOW = NOINDEX

Why yes, yes they do:

Go gle site:drupal.org inurl:drupal.org/home  Q

Q Al [E News [&) Images (3] Videos Shopping : More Settings  Tools

About 154 results (0.24 seconds)

https://drupal.org/home//home
No information is available for this page.
Learn why



https://drupal.org/home//home
No information is available for this page.
Learn why

ROBOTS.TXT DISALLOW = NOINDEX

So what happened here?
A weird “/home//home” page from drupal.org is indexed by Google.

Let's take a look at the robots.txt: https://www.drupal.org/robots.txt
Bingo:

# Googlebot picked up strange homepage URLs somewhere
Disallow: /home/*

They noticed “strange homepage URLs” and tried
removing this page from the Google index by blocking
Google from crawling the page.

Oops; my had!


https://www.drupal.org/robots.txt

GOOGLE ANALYTICS
HORROR




GOOGLE ANALYTICS HORROR

Correct data is very important when analysing SEO-efforts.

Pay close attention to sudden drops and spikes in Google Analytics
data. Big sudden changes are often a sign of a configuration issue.
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GOOGLE ANALYTICS HORROR

Page Views ¥ VS Select a metric Day Week Month y/ ...
@ Page Views

30,000

20.000

19 Feb 21Feb 23 Feb 25 Feb 27 Feb i 1 Mar 3 Mar 5 Mar

54



GOOGLE ANALYTICS HORROR

Always review Google Analytics data after all cookie or analytics module
patches and configuration updates (right after + 24h and 48h later).

Things to check:
e Only execute GA when analytical cookies are accepted (GDPR)

e Fire a GA pageview as soon as visitors accept the cookies
e Review (in GA) to check if anything is out of the ordinary
o Session count
o Bounce rate
o % of direct traffic
O

Avg. pages/session 2>



Visual stability issues
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VISUAL STABILITY ISSUES (CLS)

Cumulative Layout Shift (CLS) measures the visual stability of a page,
which is an important user experience (and SEO) factor (mobile + desktop)

Elements jumping around on a page during pageLoad have a negative
impact on the CLS metric.

More info on CLS: https://web.dev/cls/

CLS is part of a bigger group of “Core Web Vitals”, which is in turn part of the “page experience” metrics.
More info: https://developers.google.com/search/docs/advanced/experience/page-experience
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https://web.dev/cls/
https://developers.google.com/search/docs/advanced/experience/page-experience

VISUAL STABILITY ISSUES (CLS)

#protip check out faster using the app! 0

Order confirmation

You have selected 56 items. Is this correct?

No, go back

58


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-R-EQmmhOH4

VISUAL STABILITY ISSUES (CLS)

Top causes of CLS issues:

Hero images

Images in the body content

CSS animations

Ads loading/popping in during pageLoad or when scrolling
External plugins (like notification bars at the top of a page)

59



VISUAL STABILITY ISSUES (CLS)

When using Blazy, Drimage, custom images this is no issue.
When integrating custom functionalities that load through ajax or

writing some JavaScript, make sure to test this and add a fixed height
in CSS whenever possible.

60



VISUAL STABILITY ISSUES (CLS)

In general:
e Images are the most frequent CLS culprit. Make sure to reserve
space for all images so the layout doesn't shift when they load in

e Review all pages for visual stability
o Manually (emulate a slow internet connection or use
Lighthouse)
o  Orvia crawling software (like ScreamingFrog, free to use for
small websites) connected to PageSpeed Insights to
automatically measure all pages of a website

o Or by following up the notifications in Google Search Console 61



IMAGES IMPACTING
PERFORMANCE
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IMAGES IMPACTING PERFORMANCE

Faster is always better. For SEO and for UX.
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IMAGES IMPACTING PERFORMANCE

Content editors often upload high quality images that (if not handled
correctly) can heavily impact site performance in a negative way.
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IMAGES IMPACTING PERFORMANCE

Make sure the image shown to the end client is as small as possible
e At least use drupal core image styles
e Enhance with blazy and/or drimage
e Conversion to webp (will be replaced by avif in the future)
o Webp not supported by IE11
o Avif almost nowhere supported
e Check the compression in Image toolkit (default is ok, 75%)
o Can be enhanced with [mage optimize

65


https://www.drupal.org/project/blazy
https://www.drupal.org/project/drimage
https://caniuse.com/webp
https://caniuse.com/avif
https://www.drupal.org/project/imageapi_optimize

IMAGES IMPACTING PERFORMANCE

And also...

e Educate your customers and content-editors!
o Explain what compression is and how images can impact site speed
o Explain what image types to use and when to use them
o Explain how they could manually compress images using free online
tools like Squoosh if they want to optimize as much as possible

e Make sure static (fixed) images are optimized!

(site logo, images in the footer, ...)
66


https://squoosh.app/

RAPID FIRE BEST
PRACTICES




RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES

Aggregate and minify CSS and |S files whenever possible.
Less HTTP requests = good.

https://www.drupal.org/project/advagg

#1
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https://www.drupal.org/project/advagg

RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES

Use Pathauto module to generate nice urls for your pages.
Don't forget to translate them as well.

#12
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https://www.drupal.org/project/pathauto

RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES

-(-
0

( site:drupalcamp.be inurl:node ] X

Q Alle (@ Afbeeldingen Q Maps @ Nieuws [3) Video's i Meer Tools

Ongeveer 8 resultaten (0,25 seconden)
Tip: Alleen in het Nederlands zoeken. Je kunt je zoektaal instellen in de Voorkeuren

https://drupalcamp.be {n

Web performance: the fast lane to better User Experience
Performance has a significant (if not the most) impact when addressing the user experience of a
website or any kind of digital platform.

Vertaal deze pagina

hnps:lewdrupalcampbe Vertaal deze pagina
Keynote by Danielle Jacobs | Drupal Dev Days 6 ... -
Drupalcamp.be

Danielle Jacobs is General Manager of Beltug, the largest Belgian association of Digital
Technology Leaders, and Computable IT person of the year. She brings ...

https://drupalcamp.be §n

| Drupal Dev Days 6-10 april 2020

PHP is a truly amazing language. You probably use PHP to create beautiful websites and
services in an expressive way. But the language is capable of so much ..

Vertaal deze pagina

Vertaal deze pagina

https://drupalcamp.be
Keynote by Preston So | Drupal Dev Days 4-8 april 2022

30 aug. 2018 — Main navigation DDD2020. Contribute - Call for Proposals - Get your tickets!
Contact. Keynote by Preston So. Submitted by jeroendegloire on ...
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES

inun:bpost.b@:roducts 4 Q

Q Ale B Nieuws Q Maps [ Afbeeldingen Shopping i Meer Instellingen  Tools

Ongeveer 706 resultaten (0,41 seconden)

£/ my.bpost.be
Alle producten | bpost professioneel

MyStamp pro. Personaliseer uw postzegels en zet uw bedrijf in de kijker. Personaliseer uw
postzegels - Meer info. Onze oplossingen voor uw webshop ...

&/ eshop.bpost.be § products-overview
producten - eShop - Bpost

10 gegomde zegels; Voor de verzending van aangetekende zendingen; Nuttige postzegel voor
de verzending van een aangetekende zending. Elke zending in ...

&/ eshop.bpost.be belgié-de-ruimte ¥
Belgié in de ruimte | eShop

Thema: Belgié is sterk in ruimtevaart. Heel wat technologisch know-how wordt in ons land
ontwikkeld. Zo zijn we sterk in aardobservatie (met satelliet Proba V), ...

#12
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #3

Make sure you use all the available tools possible to increase the speed
of your website.

Examples:
e Default drupal caching
e Varnish (More info
https://dropsolid.io/knowledge-hub/memcache-drupal-8)
e Memcached (More info
https://dropsolid.io/knowledge-hub/varnish-drupal-8)
e Redis (More info https://www.drupal.org/project/redis)
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https://dropsolid.io/knowledge-hub/memcache-drupal-8
https://dropsolid.io/knowledge-hub/varnish-drupal-8
https://www.drupal.org/project/redis

RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #4

Make sure each page has a correct/well-configured canonical tag.

Depending on the complexity of the website you might want to let a
SEO specialist review the canonicals. There can be a lot of small issues
depending on your setup.
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #4

Canonical URL best practices:

e Always use absolute URLs
e Make sure all canonicals return a 200
o E.g.don't set a canonical to “www” if this URL redirects to
the non-www version
e In most cases you want to omit URL params from the canonical
o E.g.awebshop facet filter on price that modifies the URL
o Don’t omit paging parameters (unless you have a “view-all”

page)
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES

Also:

e Canonicals should never point to
/node/ URLs but rather to “clean” URLs
e /node/ URLs should probably not be

#4

indexable either
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #5

Multilingual sites should be translated 100% whenever possible

e Isit possible to translate everything?
e Deny access to untranslated pages (content language access module)
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https://www.drupal.org/project/content_language_access

RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES

This is not ideal for a couple of reasons...
It could scare away non-English speakers.

Confused Googlebot is confused.

#5
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #6

= Google SearchConsole Q

S § ¥ Coverage ¥ EXPORT

A Overview

Follow-up on the amount . petoman

O, URL inspection

H O Error O valid with warnin Valid O Excluded
of pages indexed by - s 263K 1.03M

Google. T

All known pages ¥ Primary crawler: Smartphone @  Last updated: 3/7/20

%g Stiemere D Impressions
& Removals _—
via google Search

(%) Speed (experimental)

Console

[ Mobile Usability

< sitelinks searchbox 00—
o @ (2]

12/12/19 12/23/19 1/3/20 1/14/20 1/25/20 2/5/20 2/16/20 2/27/20

Security & Manual Actions v
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https://search.google.com/u/1/search-console
https://search.google.com/u/1/search-console

RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #6

Seems too high? Seems too low?
Maybe some rabbithole setup is needed Maybe important pages are
to remove separate pages from the no-indexed for some reason?

index.
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #17

Make sure your base url is not “http://default/” in your sitemap XML,
weve seen this issue occur a lot on live sites.

Setup your cron job correctly, more info:
https://www.drupal.org/project/xmlsitemap/issues/1944518
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https://www.drupal.org/project/xmlsitemap/issues/1944518

RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #17

Submitted sitemaps =

Sitemap Type Submitted Last read Status Discovered URLs

/sitemap.xml Sitemap Feb 17,2017 Mar 10, 2020 Submitted URL not found (404) 100 m

Rows per page 10 1-1 of 1
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES

The best ways to fix this issue

Set this correctly for the sitemap module

Default base URL

https://www.myawesomesite.be

On some hosting providers it is impossible to pass parameters to cron to tell

Drupal which URL to bootstrap with. In this case the base URL of sitemap links
can be overridden here.

Example: htips://www.myawesomesite.be

Updating your cron job to include your website url

cron —uri=http://www.example.com

#17
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #8

Use the Google Analytics module (google analytics) or the Google
Tag Manager module (google tag).

Not both.
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https://www.drupal.org/project/google_analytics
https://www.drupal.org/project/google_tag

-b

RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #8

Using both modules makes your tracking setup prone to errors.
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RAPID-FIRE BEST PRACTICES #8

| wonder what

happened here...

Organic Traffic 25 Apr 2019 - 25 May 2019
56.03% Page Views

Explorer Navigation Summary

Page Views ¥ VS BounceRate ¥ Day Week Month d o..
® Page Views Bounce Rate
6,000 100.00%

24,000
50.00%,
&
2,000
26 Apr 30 Apr 4 May 8 May 12 May 16 May 20 May
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QUESTIONS?




f Contact Brent

brent@dropsolid.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brentgees/
https://www.drupal.org/u/brentg
https://github.com/brentgees/phpstorm-live-templ
ates-drupal

Contact Wouter

wouter@dropsolid.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wouterdebruycker/



mailto:brent.gees@dropsolid.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brentgees/
mailto:wouter@dropsolid.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wouterdebruycker/

Thank you

To our wonderful sponsors, our awesome community and fantastic volunteers!
Platinum sponsors

o calibrate dropsolid



Thank you

Gold sponsors
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O | ausy
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Kraut. Hostlng

& No Clouds Just Sun

[6) agiledrop

Trusted Drupall

o 3sign



Stay.in touch

....' #ddd2022 on Drupal slack

i @drupaldevdays
ﬁ /drupaldevdays



